
1 

The Droves 
Solar Farm 

 

 
Consultation Report Appendix E: Statutory Consultation Under 
Section 42 of the Act – Supporting Material 
Prepared by: Copper Consultancy 
Date: November 2025 
PINS reference: EN0110013 
Document reference: APP/5.2 (Original) 
APFP Regulation 5(2)(q) 
Planning Act 2008 
Infrastructure Planning (Applications: Prescribed Forms and Procedure) Regulations 2009 



1 
 

Consultation Report Appendix E: Statutory Consultation Under Section 42 of the Act – Supporting Material 
 
 
 

 
Contents 

1 Statutory consultees.................................................................................................................. 2 

2 Land interests consulted as part of the statutory consultation. .................................................. 9 

3 Section 42 letter and accompanying Section 48 notice. .......................................................... 11 

4 Landowner letters issued under Section 42(d) ........................................................................ 21 

5 Site notices erected under Section 42. .................................................................................... 27 

6 Section 46 letter and accompanying materials. ....................................................................... 34 

7 Section 46 letter – acknowledgement of reciept. .................................................................... 49 



2 
 

1 Statutory consultees 



3 
 

 

Section 42 prescribed 
consultee Consultee Hard copy send out Email send out Additional measures undertaken 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The relevant parish council(s) 
or, where the application 
relates to land [in] Wales or 
Scotland, the relevant 
community council 

Pentney Parish 
Council 

14 May 2025 14 May 2025 n/a 

Gayton Parish 
Council 

 
14 May 2025 14 May 2025 n/a 

West Acre Parish 
Council 

14 May 2025 14 May 2025 n/a 

Great Massingham 
Parish Council 

14 May 2025 14 May 2025 n/a 

Castle Acre Parish 
Council 

14 May 2025 14 May 2025 n/a 

Cockley Cley 
Parish Council 

14 May 2025 14 May 2025 n/a 

Beachamwell 
Parish Council 

14 May 2025 14 May 2025 n/a 

Swaffham Town 
Council 

14 May 2025 14 May 2025 n/a 

Necton Parish 
Council 

14 May 2025 14 May 2025 n/a 

Narborough Parish 
Council 

14 May 2025 21 May 2025 The Applicant notes that Narborough and 
Littlethorpe Parish Council (Lincolnshire) was 
contacted by email in the first instance. Following 
a notification from the Clerk, the Applicant 
subsequently reissued the correspondence to 
Narborough Parish Council by email. 

Sporle with 
Palgrave Parish 
Council 

14 May 2025 14 May 2025 n/a 

North Pickenham 
Parish Council 

14 May 2025 14 May 2025 n/a 

Holme Hale Parish 
Council 

14 May 2025 14 May 2025 n/a 

Little Dunham 
Parish Council 

14 May 2025 14 May 2025 n/a 

The Environment Agency Environment 
Agency 

14 May 2025 14 May 2025 n/a 

Natural England Natural England 14 May 2025 14 May 2025 n/a 

The Forestry Commission Forestry 
Commission - East 
and East Midlands 

14 May 2025 14 May 2025 n/a 

The Historic Buildings and 
Monuments Commission for 
Historic (known as Historic 
England) 

Historic England 14 May 2025 14 May 2025 n/a 

The relevant internal drainage 
board 

East of the Ouse 
Polver  and  Nar 

14 May 2025 14 May 2025 n/a 
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Section 42 prescribed 
consultee Consultee Hard copy send out Email send out Additional measures undertaken 

 Internal Drainage 
Board 

   

Norfolk Rivers 
Internal Drainage 
Board 

14 May 2025 14 May 2025 n/a 

The relevant Highways 
Authority 

Norfolk County 
Council Highways 
Department 

14 May 2025 n/a n/a 

Breckland District 
Council Highways 
Department 

14 May 2025 n/a n/a 

King's Lynn and 
West Norfolk 
Borough Council 
Highways 
Department 

14 May 2025 n/a n/a 

National Highways 14 May 2025 14 May 2025 n/a 

The Civil Aviation Authority Civil Aviation 
Authority 

14 May 2025 14 May 2025 n/a 

The Health and Safety 
Executive 

Health and Safety 
Executive 

14 May 2025 14 May 2025 n/a 

NHS England NHS England 14 May 2025 14 May 2025 n/a 

The Crown Estate 
Commissioners 

The Crown Estate 14 May 2025 14 May 2025 n/a 

The relevant police authority Office of the Police 
and Crime 
Commissioner for 
Norfolk 

14 May 2025 14 May 2025 n/a 

Norfolk 
Constabulary 

16 May 2025 n/a The Applicant notes that it was considered 
appropriate to consult both the Office of the Police 
and Crime Commissioner for Norfolk and Norfolk 
Constabulary separately due to their differing roles. 

The relevant ambulance 
service 

East of England 
Ambulance 
Service NHS Trust 

14 May 2025 14 May 2025 n/a 

The relevant fire and rescue 
authority 

Norfolk Fire and 
Rescue Service 

14 May 2025 14 May 2025 n/a 

The relevant Integrated Care 
Board 

NHS Norfolk and 
Waveney 
Integrated Care 
Board 

14 May 2025 14 May 2025 n/a 

NHS England NHS England 14 May 2025 14 May 2025 n/a 

The relevant NHS Trust Norfolk 
Community Health 
and Care NHS 
Trust 

14 May 2025 n/a n/a 

East of England 
Ambulance 
Service NHS Trust 

14 May 2025 n/a n/a 
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Section 42 prescribed 
consultee Consultee Hard copy send out Email send out Additional measures undertaken 

Railways National Highways 
Historical Railways 
Estate 

14 May 2025 n/a n/a 

Civil Aviation Authority Civil Aviation 
Authority 

14 May 2025 n/a n/a 

Licence Holder (Chapter 1 Of 
Part 1 Of Transport Act 2000 

NATS En-Route 
Safeguarding 

14 May 2025 n/a n/a 

Universal Service Provider Royal Mail Group 14 May 2025 n//a n/a 

Homes and Communities 
Agency 

Homes England 14 May 2025 14 May 2025 n/a 

The relevant Environment 
Agency 

Environment 
Agency 

14 May 2025 n/a n/a 

The relevant water and 
sewage undertaker 

Anglian Water 14 May 2025 n/a n/a 

The relevant public gas 
transporter 

Cadent Gas 
Limited 

14 May 2025 14 May 2025 n/a 

Northern Gas 
Networks Limited 

14 May 2025 14 May 2025 n/a 

Scotland Gas 
Networks Plc 

14 May 2025 14 May 2025 n/a 

Southern Gas 
Networks Plc 

14 May 2025 14 May 2025 n/a 

 CNG Services Ltd 14 May 2025 14 May 2025 n/a 

Energy Assets 
Pipelines Limited 

14 May 2025 n/a n/a 

ESP Pipelines Ltd 14 May 2025 n/a n/a 

ESP Connections 
Ltd 

14 May 2025 n/a n/a 

ESP Networks Ltd 14 May 2025 n/a n/a 

Fulcrum Pipelines 
Limited 

14 May 2025 n/a n/a 

GTC Pipelines 
Limited 

14 May 2025 n/a n/a 

Harlaxton Gas 
Networks Limited 

14 May 2025 n/a n/a 

Independent 
Pipelines Limited 

14 May 2025 n/a n/a 

Indigo Pipelines 
Limited 

14 May 2025 n/a n/a 

Inovyn Enterprises 
Ltd 

14 May 2025 n/a n/a 

Last Mile Gas Ltd 14 May 2025 n/a n/a 
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 Leep Gas 
Networks Limited 

14 May 2025 n/a n/a 

Mua Gas Limited 14 May 2025 n/a n/a 

Quadrant 
Pipelines Limited 

14 May 2025 n/a n/a 

Stark Works 14 May 2025 n/a n/a 

National Gas 14 May 2025 n/a n/a 

The relevant electricity 
distributor with CPO Powers 

Advanced 
Electricity 
Networks Ltd 

14 May 2025 14 May 2025 n/a 

Aidien Ltd 28 May 2025 n/a The Applicant notes that an initial postal non-
delivery required an additional send-out at a later 
date. 

Aurora Utilities Ltd 14 May 2025 14 May 2025 n/a 

Eclipse Power 
Network Limited 

14 May 2025 14 May 2025 n/a 

Energy Assets 
Networks Limited 

14 May 2025 n/a n/a 

ESP Electricity 
Limited 

14 May 2025 n/a n/a 

Fulcrum Electricity 
Assets Limited 

14 May 2025 14 May 2025 n/a 

Green Generation 
Energy Networks 
Cymru Ltd 

14 May 2025 14 May 2025 n/a 

Harlaxton Energy 
Networks Limited 

14 May 2025 14 May 2025 n/a 

Independent 
Distribution 
Connection 
Specialists Ltd 

14 May 2025 14 May 2025 n/a 

Independent 
Power Networks 
Limited 

14 May 2025 14 May 2025 n/a 

Indigo Power 
Limited 

14 May 2025 14 May 2025 n/a 

Last Mile 
Electricity Ltd 

14 May 2025 14 May 2025 n/a 

Leep Electricity 
Networks Limited 

14 May 2025 14 May 2025 n/a 

Mua Electricity 
Limited 

14 May 2025 14 May 2025 n/a 

Optimal Power 
Networks Limited 

14 May 2025 14 May 2025 n/a 
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 Stark Infra-
Electricity Ltd 

14 May 2025 n/a n/a 

The Electricity 
Network Company 
Limited 

14 May 2025 14 May 2025 n/a 

UK Power 
Distribution 
Limited 

14 May 2025 14 May 2025 n/a 

Utility Assets 
Limited 

14 May 2025 14 May 2025 n/a 

Vattenfall 
Networks Limited 

14 May 2025 n/a n/a 

UK Power 
Networks Limited 

14 May 2025 n/a n/a 

The relevant electricity 
transmitter with CPO Powers National Grid 

Electricity 
Transmission Plc 

14 May 2025 n/a n/a 

National Grid 
Electricity System 
Operation Limited 

14 May 2025 n/a n/a 

Local Authority Norfolk County 
Council 

16 May 2025 n/a The Applicant notes that, in error, Norfolk County 
Council was omitted from the initial distribution list. 
This was identified and rectified on 15 May 2025 
following the Applicant’s internal checks, and a 
letter was subsequently issued by post. The 
Applicant also maintained ongoing engagement 
with Planning Officers to keep them informed of the 
planned statutory consultation. 

Breckland District 
Council 

14 May 2025 14 May 2025 n/a 

Broadland District 
Council and South 
Norfolk Council 

14 May 2025 14 May 2025 n/a 

Cambridgeshire 
County Council 

14 May 2025 14 May 2025 n/a 

Fenland District 
Council 

14 May 2025 14 May 2025 n/a 

East 
Cambridgeshire 
District Council 

16 May 2025 15 May 2025 The Applicant notes that, in error, East 
Cambridgeshire District Council was omitted from 
the initial distribution list for letters issued by email 
and post. This was identified and rectified on 15 
May 2025 following the Applicant’s internal checks, 
and a letter was subsequently issued by email and 
post. 

King's Lynn and 
West Norfolk 
Borough Council 

14 May 2025 14 May 2025 n/a 

Lincolnshire 
County Council 

14 May 2025 14 May 2025 n/a 

Mid Suffolk District 
Council 

14 May 2025 14 May 2025 n/a 
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The Applicant notes that the Airfield was consulted 
to align with those identified in the Glint and Glare 
assessment of PEIR. 

Section 42 prescribed 
consultee Consultee Hard copy send out Email send out Additional measures undertaken 

 North Norfolk 
District Council 

14 May 2025 14 May 2025 n/a 

South Holland 
District Council 

14 May 2025 14 May 2025 n/a 

Suffolk County 
Council 

14 May 2025 14 May 2025 n/a 

The Broads 
National Park 

14 May 2025 14 May 2025 n/a 

West Suffolk 
Council 

14 May 2025 14 May 2025 n/a 

Aerodromes and Airfield Great Massingham 
Airfiled 

14 May 2025 n/a n/a 

RAF Marham 14 May 2025 n/a n/a 

Great Friars 
Thornes Farm 
Airstrip 

n/a 28 May 2025 The Applicant notes that the Airfield was consulted 
to align with those identified in the Glint and 
Clare assessment of Preliminary Environment 
Information Report (PEIR). 

East Winch Airfield n/a 28 May 2025 The Applicant notes that the Airfield was consulted 
to align with those identified in the Glint and Glare 
assessment of PEIR. 

Defence 
Infrastructure 
Organisation (DIO) 

n/a 6 June 2025 The Applicant notes that, due to the proximity of 
RAF Marham, it was appropriate to consult the DIO 
as a statutory consultee. As it was unclear whether 
the most appropriate contact route was directly via 
the base or through the DIO, the Applicant agreed 
to consult via the DIO in addition to the base. 

This was confirmed following the consultation 
send-out, and the correspondence was therefore 
issued at a later date. 

 Broads Authority 28 May 2025 n/a The Applicant notes that it was agreed to consult 
the Broads Authority as a statutory consultee 
following the initial send out. 
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Consultee Address Postcode Date of issue Interest in the land 

Anglian Water Services 
Limited 

Lancaster House, Lancaster 
Way, Ermine Business Park, 
Huntingdon, 
Cambridgeshire 

PE29 6XU 15/05/2025  
Category 2 

Barclays Security Trustee 
Limited 

1 Churchill Place, London E14 5HP 15/05/2025 Category 2 

British Telecommunications 
Plc 

1 Braham Street, London E1 8EE 15/05/2025 Category 2 

C. Hoare & Co. 37 Fleet Street, London EC4P 4DQ 15/05/2025 Category 2 

Charles Douglas Brigg 
Fountaine 

PE32 1JA 15/05/2025 Category 2 

Charlie Ward PE32 2BX 24/05/2025 Category 1 and 2 

Draglime Limited 64 Eastfields, Narborough, 
King's Lynn, Norfolk 

PE32 1ST 05/06/2025 Category 2 

Eastern Power Networks Plc Newington House, 237 
Southwark Bridge Road, 
London 

SE1 6NP 15/05/2025 Category 2 

Exolum Pipeline System 
Limited 

1St Floor, 55 King William 
Street, London 

EC4R 9AD 15/05/2025 Category 2 

Forestry Commission 620 Bristol Business Park, 
Bristol 

BS16 1EJ 15/05/2025 Category 2 

Geoffrey Mason Limited Great Palgrave Farm, 
Sporle, King's Lynn, Norfolk 

PE32 2EL 15/05/2025 Category 1 

Hugh Murray Charles Coghill c/o Mills and Reeve LLP, 1 
St. James Court, 
Whitefriars, Norwich 

NR3 1RU 15/05/2025 Category 1 and 2 

Jafa Solar Farm Limited Stirling Square, 5-7 Carlton 
Gardens, London 

SW1Y 5AD 15/05/2025 Category 2 

Janet Elizabeth Thorpe PE37 7HS 15/05/2025 Category 1 

Jeremy Mason PE32 2EL 15/05/2025 Category 1 

JLP Scottish Partnership John Lewis & Partners, 60 
Leith Street, Edinburgh 

EH1 3SP 15/05/2025 Category 1 

Lumen Technologies UK 
Limited 

260-266 Goswell Road, 
London 

EC1V 7EB  Category 2 

Narstate Limited 22-26 King Street, Kings 
Lynn, Norfolk 

PE30 1HJ 15/05/2025 Category 1 and 2 

National Gas Transmission 
Plc 

National Grid House 
Warwick Technology Park, 
Gallows Hill, Warwick 

CV34 6DA 15/05/2025 Category 2 

National Grid Electricity 
Transmission Plc 

1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH 15/05/2025 Category 2 

National Grid Plc 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH 15/05/2025 Category 2 

National Highways Limited Company Secretary, Bridge 
House, 1 Walnut Tree 
Close, Guildford, Surrey 

GU1 4LZ 15/05/2025 Category 1 and 2 

Nicholas Julian Hedley Pratt c/o Mills and Reeve LLP, 1 
St. James Court, 
Whitefriars, Norwich 

NR3 1RU 15/05/2025 Category 1 and 2 

Nigel David Patrick Dodds c/o Kenneth Bush Solicitors, 
11 New Conduit Street, 
King's Lynn 

PE30 1DG 15/05/2025 Category 1 

Norfolk County Council County Hall, Martineau 
Lane, Norwich 

NR1 2DH 15/05/2025 Category 1 and 2 

Norfolk Free Range Limited Snowre Hall, Main Road, 
Fordham, Downham Market 

PE38 0LN 15/05/2025 Category 1 

Paul Anthony James Croker c/o Kenneth Bush Solicitors, 
11 New Conduit Street, 
King's Lynn 

PE30 1DG 15/05/2025 Category 1 

Priory Pigs 7 Church Lane, Holme Hale, 
Thetford, Norfolk 

IP25 7DS 15/05/2025 Category 1 

Susan Jane Fountaine c/o Mills and Reeve LLP, 1 
St. James Court, 
Whitefriars, Norwich 

NR3 1RU 15/05/2025 Category 1 and 2 

The Occupier Finger Hill, South Acre, 
King's Lynn 

PE32 2AD 29/08/2025 Category 2 

The Owner Keepers Cottage, King's 
Lynn 

PE32 2AD 05/06/2025 Category 2 

UK Power Networks 
(Operations) Limited 

Newington House, 237 
Southwark Bridge Road, 
London 

SE1 6NP 15/05/2025 Category 2 

Virgin Media Limited 500 Brook Drive, Reading RG2 6UU 15/05/2025 Category 2 
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Section 42 letter 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
8th May 2025 

Dear Sir/Madam 

The Droves Solar Farm 

Statutory Consultation 

Section 42 of the Planning Act 2008 (“the Act”), Regulation 3 of the 
Infrastructure Planning (Applications: Prescribed Forms and Procedure) 
Regulations 2009 and Regulations 11 and 13 of the Infrastructure Planning 
(Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 (“the 2017 Regulations”) 

Notice is hereby given that The Droves Solar Farm Limited (“the Applicant”) (Company 
registration number 14684480) of Unit 25.7 Coda Studios, 189 Munster Road, London, 
England SW6 6AW, proposes to apply to the Secretary of State (“SoS”) for Energy Security 
and Net Zero under Section 37 of the Act for a Development Consent Order for The Droves 
Solar Farm. The Applicant is a subsidiary of Island Green Power. 

The Site comprises approximately 825 hectares (ha) and is located south of South Acre, 
West Acre and Castle Acre. River Road bisects the Site, routing in a general south-
northwest direction. West Acre Road and Narford Lane border the Site along the southern 
and south-western boundary. The Site’s north-eastern boundary routes parallel to the south 
of South Acre Road to the junction to the A1065. Castle Acre Road (merging into the A1065) 
runs in a general north-south direction routing parallel along the eastern boundary of the 
Site. 

The Site is wholly located within the administrative boundary of Breckland Council (‘BC’) and 
Norfolk County Council (‘NCC’), who are the host authorities. 

The Droves Solar Farm will consist of: 
• The solar array sites, which will include solar panels, conversion units and inverters. 
• A Customer Substation, which comprises electrical infrastructure such as 

transformers, switchgear and metering equipment required to facilitate the export of 
electricity up to 400kV (kilovolt) from The Droves Solar Farm to the National Grid 
Substation. 

• A 400kV National Grid Substation operated by National Grid Electricity Transmission 
and associated electrical infrastructure and other ancillary works required to facilitate 
the export of electricity from The Droves Solar Farm to the National Grid 

• A Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) area. 
• Associated infrastructure, mitigation and enhancement measures and other ancillary 

works, for example, enclosures and fencing, security, drainage, earthworks, 
highways and access works, mitigation and enhancement measures, temporary 
works compounds and work sites. 

• Cable Route Corridor – underground cabling connecting the solar array sites and 
Conversion Units to the BESS and the Customer Substation. 

• Grid Connection Corridor - cabling connecting the Customer Substation to the 
National Grid Substation point of connection to transfer the energy generated to the 
national grid system, which may be underground or overhead lines. 

• Grid Connection Infrastructure - Underground and/or overhead lines, including the 
construction of new pylons between the National Grid Substation and the point of 
connection. 
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The proposed DCO will, among other things, authorise: 

• Construction, operation, maintenance and decommissioning of the solar PV 
electricity generating station and associated development including grid connection 
and energy storage facility; 

• Compulsory acquisition of land, including interests in land, rights over land and 
imposition of restrictions, powers to override, suspend or extinguish rights over land 
and powers for the temporary use of land; 

• The application, modification and/or disapplication of legislation including legislation 
relating to compulsory purchase and landlord and tenant; and 

• Such ancillary, incidental and consequential provisions, licenses, property rights, 
permits and consents as are necessary and/or convenient. 

The Droves Solar Farm is an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) development for the 
purposes of the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 
2017. This means that the proposed works constitute development for which an EIA is 
required and the proposed application for a DCO will therefore be accompanied by an 
Environmental Statement. 

The Environmental Statement will provide a detailed description of The Droves Solar Farm 
and assess its likely significant environmental effects. 

Consultation on The Droves Solar Farm 

The Droves Solar Farm is currently in the pre-application stage of the DCO application 
process. As such, the Applicant is required to carry out consultation on the proposed DCO 
application before it is submitted. Your feedback as part of this consultation will be 
considered before the DCO application is finalised. 

We are writing to you as you have been identified as a consultee for the purpose of Section 
42 of the Act and/or Regulation 11 of the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact 
Assessment) Regulations 2017, or it has been decided it would be appropriate to consult in 
any event. 

This consultation includes: 
• Consultation with prescribed bodies, host and neighbouring authorities (under 

Section 42 of the Act); 
• Consultation with any persons with an interest in the land affected by The Droves 

Solar Farm (under Section 42 and Section 44 of the Act); 
• Consultation with the local community in the vicinity of The Droves Solar Farm (under 

Section 47 of the Act); and 
• General public consultation on The Droves Solar Farm (under Section 48 of the Act). 

The consultation will run from Wednesday 21 May 2025 until 23:59 on Wednesday 9 July 
2025. 

In addition, Section 48 of the Act and Regulation 13 of the 2017 Regulations require the 
Applicant to publicise its proposed DCO application. A formal Section 48 notice publicising 
the proposed application is therefore enclosed with this letter and sets out further details 
regarding the consultation. 
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Consultation materials 

The Applicant has prepared a Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR), which 
has been informed by the Scoping Opinion issued by the Planning Inspectorate and reports 
the results of the EIA that has been carried out to date. The PEIR forms the basis of this 
consultation and also includes a Non-Technical Summary (NTS). The purpose of the PEIR is 
to enable consultees to understand the likely environmental effects of The Droves Solar 
Farm and to help inform consultation responses. It should be noted that the EIA is an 
ongoing process, and the design of The Droves Solar Farm will continue to evolve during the 
pre-application stage. 

 
Copies of the consultation materials are available free of charge to view and download 
online under the document library heading on the website for The Droves Solar Farm 
(https://drovessolarfarm.co.uk/) and include: 

1. The PEIR (including appendices, plans and figures); 
2. A NTS of the PEIR; 
3. Plans and maps explaining the details of the nature and location of The Droves Solar 

Farm; and 
4. Additional documents explaining the statutory consultation process including the 

Consultation Information Booklet, Feedback Form and Statement of Community 
Consultation (SoCC). 

These documents will be free to read and download from The Droves Solar Farm website 
from Wednesday 21 May 2025 to Wednesday 9 July 2025. 

Hard copies of the SoCC, PEIR, NTS, maps and plans, and other consultation materials are 
available for inspection free of charge at a local information point from Wednesday 21 May 
2025 to Wednesday 9 July 2025. 

Hard copies of the Consultation Information Booklet and the Consultation Feedback Form 
will be available at the local information point to take away free of charge. 

Hard copies of the other consultation materials, including the PEIR, are also available upon 
request (some of which are subject to payment). Details of the local information point, how to 
request these documents and any related charges are set out in the enclosed Section 48 
notice. 

Consultation events 

The Applicant will also hold multiple consultation events in public and online throughout the 
consultation period, details of which are listed in the enclosed Section 48 notice. If you would 
like to register for the online webinars, this can be done via a registration form. The link to 
the registration form will be available on The Droves Solar Farm website, which will also 
provide joining instructions. 

How to respond to this consultation 

Any person may comment on the proposed DCO application. 

Responses must be received no later than 23:59 on 9 July 2025. 

https://drovessolarfarm.co.uk/)
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The Applicant will consider all responses received on or before this date. Responses 
received after this time may not be considered. 

Responses and representations will form the basis of a Consultation Report, which 
will be submitted as part of the DCO application. 

Responses may be made public or made available to the SoS, the Planning Inspectorate, 
and other relevant statutory bodies, in accordance with the requirements of the Act and data 
protection legislation. Personal details will be kept confidential where possible and only used 
for purposes in connection with the statutory consultation, the DCO process and further 
development of The Droves Solar Farm. You do not have to provide any personal 
information, but this information will help the Applicant to understand the range of responses 
and enable the Applicant to send you further information relating to The Droves Solar Farm. 

Your views are also likely to be recorded or paraphrased in the Consultation Report 
which will be submitted with the DCO application. Please refer to our Privacy Notice 
for more details: https://drovessolarfarm.co.uk/privacy-and-cookie-policy/ 

When providing your response, please include your name and contact details (a postal or 
email address) and confirm the nature of your interest in The Droves Solar Farm. Completed 
responses must be submitted: 

a. By email to info@drovessolarfarm.co.uk 
b. Online at https://drovessolarfarm.co.uk/ 
c. Returning hard copy Feedback Form to FREEPOST THE DROVES SOLAR FARM 

 
Further information 

If you would like further information about this letter, the consultation or The Droves Solar 
Farm please contact the Applicant project team by using one of the contact methods 
provided below: 

• Emailing: info@drovessolarfarm.co.uk 
• Calling our Freephone: 0800 0129 154 
• Visiting our website at: https://drovessolarfarm.co.uk/ 

 
Yours faithfully, 
Harman Sond 
Project Development Manager 
On behalf of The Droves Solar Farm Limited 

https://drovessolarfarm.co.uk/privacy-and-cookie-policy/
mailto:info@drovessolarfarm.co.uk
https://drovessolarfarm.co.uk/
mailto:info@drovessolarfarm.co.uk
https://drovessolarfarm.co.uk/
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Section 48 notice 
 

 
SECTION 48 PLANNING ACT 2008 

 

 
Regulation 4 of The Infrastructure Planning (Applications: Prescribed Forms and Procedure) 
Regulations 2009. 

Notice publicising a proposed application for a Development Consent Order (DCO) to construct, 
operate, maintain and decommission a solar photovoltaic (PV) generating station, with a 
generating capacity of more than 50 megawatts and associated infrastructure on land north of 
Swaffham and south of Castle Acre, West Norfolk. 

1. Notice is hereby given that The Droves Solar Farm Limited (“the Applicant”) (Company 
registration number 14684480) of Unit 25.7 Coda Studios, 189 Munster Road, London, 
England SW6 6AW, proposes to apply to the Secretary of State for Energy Security and 
Net Zero under Section 37 of the Planning Act 2008 for a Development Consent Order for 
The Droves Solar Farm (“the Application”). 

2. The Droves Solar Farm will cover a combined area of approximately 825 hectares of land 
(“the Site”). The Site is located south of South Acre, West Acre and Castle Acre. River 
Road bisects the Site, routing in a general south-northwest direction. West Acre Road and 
Narford Lane border the Site along the southern and south-western boundary. The Site’s 
north-eastern boundary routes parallel to the south of South Acre Road to the junction to 
the A1065. Castle Acre Road (merging into the A1065) runs in a general north-south 
direction routing parallel along the eastern boundary of the Site. 

3. The Droves Solar Farm will consist of: 
a) The solar array sites, which will include solar panels, conversion units and inverters 
b) A Customer Substation, which comprises electrical infrastructure such as 

transformers, switchgear and metering equipment required to facilitate the export 
of electricity up to 400kV (kilovolt) from The Droves Solar Farm to the National Grid 
Substation 

c) A 400kV National Grid Substation operated by National Grid Electricity 
Transmission and associated electrical infrastructure and other ancillary works 
required to facilitate the export of electricity from The Droves Solar Farm to the 
National Grid 

d) A Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) area 
e) Associated infrastructure, mitigation and enhancement measures and other 

ancillary works, for example, enclosures and fencing, security, drainage, 
earthworks, highways and access works, mitigation and enhancement measures, 
temporary works compounds and work sites. 

f) Cable Route Corridor – underground cabling connecting the solar array sites and 
Conversion Units to the BESS and the Customer Substation 

g) Grid Connection Corridor - cabling connecting the Customer Substation to the 
National Grid Substation point of connection to transfer the energy generated to 
the national grid system, which may be underground or via overhead lines 
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h) Grid Connection Infrastructure - Underground and/or overhead lines, including the 
construction of new pylons between the National Grid Substation and the point of 
connection. 

4. The proposed DCO will, among other things, authorise: 
• Construction, operation, maintenance and decommissioning of the solar PV 

electricity generating station and associated development including grid 
connection and energy storage facility; 

• Compulsory acquisition of land, including interests in land, rights over land and 
imposition of restrictions, powers to override, suspend or extinguish rights over 
land and powers for the temporary use of land; 

• The application, modification and/or disapplication of legislation including 
legislation relating to compulsory purchase and landlord and tenant; and 

• Such ancillary, incidental and consequential provisions, licenses, property rights, 
permits and consents as are necessary and/or convenient. 

5. The Droves Solar Farm is an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) development for the 
purposes of the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 
2017. This means that the proposed works constitute development for which an EIA is 
required and the proposed application for a DCO will therefore be accompanied by an 
Environmental Statement. The Environmental Statement will provide a detailed description 
of The Droves Solar Farm and assess its likely significant environmental effects. 
Information compiled so far about The Droves Solar Farm’s likely significant environmental 
effects is set out for consultation in a Preliminary Environmental Information Report (the 
PEIR) and summarised in a Non-Technical Summary (NTS). 

Statutory consultation 

6. The Applicant is undertaking a statutory consultation on the proposals for The Droves 
Solar Farm between Wednesday 21 May 2025 and Wednesday 9 July 2025. 

7. A copy of the PEIR, together with the PEIR NTS, the Statement of Community Consultation 
(SoCC), and other consultation documents, plans and maps explaining the consultation 
process and details of the nature and location of The Droves Solar Farm can be found on 
the Applicant’s website in the documents library at www.drovessolarfarm.co.uk. These 
documents will be free to read, download and print from Wednesday 21 May 2025 to 
Wednesday 9 July 2025. 

8. Hard copies of the PEIR, PEIR NTS SoCC, maps and plans will be available for inspection 
free of charge from Wednesday 21 May 2025 and Wednesday 9 July 2025 at the below 
information point. Hard copies of the Consultation Information Booklet and the 
Consultation Feedback Form will be available to take away free of charge from the below 
information point. 

9. Electronic copies of the SoCC, PEIR and NTS can also be viewed on the library’s computer. 
While access to the computer at the library is free, a membership for the library may be 
required. We recommend contacting the library to check the opening times prior to 
visiting. 

http://www.drovessolarfarm.co.uk/
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Venue Address Opening times Contact details 

Swaffham 
Library 

Swaffham Library, 
The Pightle, 
Swaffham, PE37 
7DF 

During staffed hours, a membership is 
not required to access the library. 
Staffed hours: 
Tuesday and Thursday 10am-7pm 
Friday 1 pm-7pm 
Saturday 1 0am-4pm 

Email: 
libraries@norfolk.gov.uk 
 
Phone: 01760 721513 

  
During open access hours, a 
membership is required to access the 
library. 
Open access hours: 
Monday: 8am to 7pm - Open Library 
access 
Tuesday: 8am to 10am - Open Library 
access 
Wednesday: 8am to 7pm - Open 
Library access 
Thursday: 8am to 10am - Open Library 
access 
Friday: 8am to 1 pm - Open Library 
access 
Saturday: 8am to 1 0am - Open Library 
access 
Sunday: 10am to 4pm - Open Library 
access 

 

  
Please note: Membership is free, and 
we recommend getting in touch with 
the library for more details. 

 

 
10. The Applicant will host public information events to provide interested parties with the 

opportunity to view the consultation materials as well as speak with members of the project 
team. The details of the events can be found below. 

11. These consultation events offer an opportunity to find out more about The Droves Solar 
Farm. Attendees do not need to register in advance to attend an in-person consultation 
event. 

 
Venue Date and Time 
Sporle Community Centre 
78 The Street, Sporle, King’s Lynn, PE32 2DR 

Saturday 31 May 2025 
11:00- 17:00 

Narborough Community Centre 
Chalk Lane, Narborough, PE32 1SR 

Monday 2 June 2025 
10:00- 14:00 

mailto:libraries@norfolk.gov.uk
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Swaffham Assembly Rooms 
1 Market Place, Swaffham, PE37 7AB 

Wednesday 11 June 2025 
12:00- 19:00 

Westacre Theatre 
River Road, West Acre, King’s Lynn, PE32 1UD 

Friday 20 June 2025 
10:00- 14:00 

 
 
 
 
 

12. The Applicant will also host two webinars for interested parties to join via telephone or 
online via Livestorm, a conferencing platform. 

 

Date Time 

Thursday 5 June 2025 12:30- 13:30 

Wednesday 25 June 2025 18:30- 19:30 

 
13. We will require attendees to register for these online events in advance via a registration 

form. The link to the registration form will be available on The Droves Solar Farm website, 
which will also provide joining instructions. 

14. For further information or queries, please call 0800 0129 154 (free of charge); write by 
letter to FREEPOST THE DROVES SOLAR FARM (no stamp or further details required); 
email info@drovessolarfarm.co.uk or visit www.drovessolarfarm.co.uk. 

To obtain hard copies of the consultation documents 

15. Hard copies of all other consultation materials, including the PEIR, may be requested 
during the consultation period by contacting the Applicant on FREEPHONE 0800 0129 154 
or by email to info@drovessolarfarm.co.uk. 

16. Requests for consultation materials in an alternative format such as large print or audio for 
those with visual impairments or in an alternative language for those who do not speak 
English as their first language will be considered on a case-by-case basis. Requests for 
multiple copies of these documents will be considered on a case-by-case basis and a 
reasonable charge may apply to cover printing and postage costs. 

17. A printed hard copy of the PEIR will cost £750 (which includes printing and postage costs). 

Have your say 

18. Feedback can be provided through the Consultation Feedback Form on the Applicant’s 
website at www.drovessolarfarm.co.uk. Hardcopy feedback forms will also be available at 
the information point detailed above and at the in-person consultation events. 

19. The Consultation Feedback Form, responses to the consultation or other representations 
in respect of The Droves Solar Fam can also be sent to the Applicant by email to 

mailto:info@drovessolarfarm.co.uk
http://www.drovessolarfarm.co.uk/
mailto:info@drovessolarfarm.co.uk
http://www.drovessolarfarm.co.uk/
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info@drovessolarfarm.co.uk or by post to FREEPOST THE DROVES SOLAR FARM (no 
stamp or further details required). 

20. Any response or representation in respect of the proposed DCO must be received by the 
Applicant on or before 23:59 on Wednesday 9 July 2025. 

The Applicant will consider and have regard to all responses to consultation and publicity when 
developing its DCO application. Individual responses may be made publicly available, or made 
available to the Secretary of State, the Planning Inspectorate and other relevant statutory 
authorities, in accordance with the requirements of the Planning Act 2008 and data protection 
legislation. 

Respondents do not have to provide any personal information, but this information will help 
the Applicant to understand the range of responses and enable the Applicant to send you 
further information relating to The Droves Solar Farm. Personal information will be kept 
confidential where possible. Please refer to our Privacy Notice for more details on The Droves 
Solar Farm website: www.drovessolarfarm.co.uk/ 

mailto:info@drovessolarfarm.co.uk
http://www.drovessolarfarm.co.uk/
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4 Landowner letters issued under Section 42(d) 
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15th May 2025 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Sir/Madam 

The Droves Solar Farm 

Statutory Consultation 

Section 42 of the Planning Act 2008 (“the Act”), Regulation 3 of the 
Infrastructure Planning (Applications: Prescribed Forms and Procedure) 
Regulations 2009 and Regulations 11 and 13 of the Infrastructure Planning 
(Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 (“the 2017 Regulations”) 

Notice is hereby given that The Droves Solar Farm Limited (“the Applicant”) (Company 
registration number 14684480) of Unit 25.7 Coda Studios, 189 Munster Road, London, 
England SW6 6AW, proposes to apply to the Secretary of State (“SoS”) for Energy Security 
and Net Zero under Section 37 of the Act for a Development Consent Order for The Droves 
Solar Farm. The Applicant is a subsidiary of Island Green Power. 

The Site comprises approximately 825 hectares (ha) and is located south of South Acre, 
West Acre and Castle Acre. River Road bisects the Site, routing in a general south-
northwest direction. West Acre Road and Narford Lane border the Site along the southern 
and south-western boundary. The Site’s north-eastern boundary routes parallel to the south 
of South Acre Road to the junction to the A1065. Castle Acre Road (merging into the A1065) 
runs in a general north-south direction routing parallel along the eastern boundary of the 
Site. 

 
The Site is wholly located within the administrative boundary of Breckland Council (‘BC’) and 
Norfolk County Council (‘NCC’), who are the host authorities. 

The Droves Solar Farm will consist of: 
• The solar array sites, which will include solar panels, conversion units and inverters. 
• A Customer Substation, which comprises electrical infrastructure such as 

transformers, switchgear and metering equipment required to facilitate the export of 
electricity up to 400kV (kilovolt) from The Droves Solar Farm to the National Grid 
Substation. 
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• A 400kV National Grid Substation operated by National Grid Electricity Transmission 

and associated electrical infrastructure and other ancillary works required to facilitate 
the export of electricity from The Droves Solar Farm to the National Grid 

• A Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) area. 
• Associated infrastructure, mitigation and enhancement measures and other ancillary 

works, for example, enclosures and fencing, security, drainage, earthworks, 
highways and access works, mitigation and enhancement measures, temporary 
works compounds and work sites. 

• Cable Route Corridor – underground cabling connecting the solar array sites and 
Conversion Units to the BESS and the Customer Substation. 

• Grid Connection Corridor - cabling connecting the Customer Substation to the 
National Grid Substation point of connection to transfer the energy generated to the 
national grid system, which may be underground or overhead lines. 

• Grid Connection Infrastructure - Underground and/or overhead lines, including the 
construction of new pylons between the National Grid Substation and the point of 
connection. 

The proposed DCO will, among other things, authorise: 
• Construction, operation, maintenance and decommissioning of the solar PV 

electricity generating station and associated development including grid connection 
and energy storage facility; 

• Compulsory acquisition of land, including interests in land, rights over land and 
imposition of restrictions, powers to override, suspend or extinguish rights over land 
and powers for the temporary use of land; 

• The application, modification and/or disapplication of legislation including legislation 
relating to compulsory purchase and landlord and tenant; and 

• Such ancillary, incidental and consequential provisions, licenses, property rights, 
permits and consents as are necessary and/or convenient. 

 
The Droves Solar Farm is an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) development for the 
purposes of the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 
2017. This means that the proposed works constitute development for which an EIA is 
required and the proposed application for a DCO will therefore be accompanied by an 
Environmental Statement. 

The Environmental Statement will provide a detailed description of The Droves Solar Farm 
and assess its likely significant environmental effects. 
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Consultation on The Droves Solar Farm 

The Droves Solar Farm is currently in the pre-application stage of the DCO application 
process. As such, the Applicant is required to carry out consultation on the proposed DCO 
application before it is submitted. Your feedback as part of this consultation will be 
considered before the DCO application is finalised. 

 
We are writing to you as you have been identified as a consultee for the purpose of section 
42(1)(d) of the Act as someone with one or more of the following interests in land that may 
be affected by The Droves Solar Farm: 
• you are an owner, lessee, tenant or occupier of land which is in our proposed application 
boundary; 
• you have an interest in the land or have the power to sell or convey some of the land which 
is in our proposed application boundary; or 
• your property or land may, in due course, be affected by the carrying out of or the 
use of The Droves Solar Farm. 

This consultation includes: 
• Consultation with prescribed bodies, host and neighbouring authorities (under 

Section 42 of the Act); 
• Consultation with any persons with an interest in the land affected by The Droves 

Solar Farm (under Section 42 and Section 44 of the Act); 
• Consultation with the local community in the vicinity of The Droves Solar Farm (under 

Section 47 of the Act); and 
• General public consultation on The Droves Solar Farm (under Section 48 of the Act). 

The consultation will run from Wednesday 21 May 2025 until 23:59 on Wednesday 9 July 
2025. 

 
In addition, Section 48 of the Act and Regulation 13 of the 2017 Regulations require the 
Applicant to publicise its proposed DCO application. A formal Section 48 notice publicising 
the proposed application is therefore enclosed with this letter and sets out further details 
regarding the consultation. 

Consultation materials 
 

The Applicant has prepared a Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR), which 
has been informed by the Scoping Opinion issued by the Planning Inspectorate and reports 
the results of the EIA that has been carried out to date. The PEIR forms the basis of this 
consultation and also includes a Non-Technical Summary (NTS). The purpose of the PEIR is 
to enable consultees to understand the likely environmental effects of The Droves Solar 
Farm and to help inform consultation responses. It should be noted that the EIA is an 
ongoing process, and the design of The Droves Solar Farm will continue to evolve during the 
pre-application stage. 

 
Copies of the consultation materials are available free of charge to view and download 
online under the document library heading on the website for The Droves Solar Farm 
(https://drovessolarfarm.co.uk/) and include: 

https://drovessolarfarm.co.uk/)
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1. The PEIR (including appendices, plans and figures); 
2. A NTS of the PEIR; 
3. Plans and maps explaining the details of the nature and location of The Droves Solar 

Farm; and 
4. Additional documents explaining the statutory consultation process including the 

Consultation Information Booklet, Feedback Form and Statement of Community 
Consultation (SoCC). 

 
These documents will be free to read and download from The Droves Solar Farm website 
from Wednesday 21 May 2025 to Wednesday 9 July 2025. 

Hard copies of the SoCC, PEIR, NTS, maps and plans, and other consultation materials are 
available for inspection free of charge at a local information point from Wednesday 21 May 
2025 to Wednesday 9 July 2025. 

Hard copies of the Consultation Information Booklet and the Consultation Feedback Form 
will be available at the local information point to take away free of charge. 

 
Hard copies of the other consultation materials, including the PEIR, are also available upon 
request (some of which are subject to payment). Details of the local information point, how to 
request these documents and any related charges are set out in the enclosed Section 48 
notice. 

Consultation events 

The Applicant will also hold multiple consultation events in public and online throughout the 
consultation period, details of which are listed in the enclosed Section 48 notice. If you would 
like to register for the online webinars, this can be done via a registration form. The link to 
the registration form will be available on The Droves Solar Farm website, which will also 
provide joining instructions. 

 
How to respond to this consultation 

 
Any person may comment on the proposed DCO application. 

Responses must be received no later than 23:59 on 9 July 2025. 

The Applicant will consider all responses received on or before this date. Responses 
received after this time may not be considered. 

 
Responses and representations will form the basis of a Consultation Report, which 
will be submitted as part of the DCO application. 

Responses may be made public or made available to the SoS, the Planning Inspectorate, 
and other relevant statutory bodies, in accordance with the requirements of the Act and data 
protection legislation. Personal details will be kept confidential where possible and only used 
for purposes in connection with the statutory consultation, the DCO process and further 
development of The Droves Solar Farm. You do not have to provide any personal 
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information, but this information will help the Applicant to understand the range of responses 
and enable the Applicant to send you further information relating to The Droves Solar Farm. 

 
Your views are also likely to be recorded or paraphrased in the Consultation Report 
which will be submitted with the DCO application. Please refer to our Privacy Notice 
for more details: https://drovessolarfarm.co.uk/privacy-and-cookie-policy/ 

 
When providing your response, please include your name and contact details (a postal or 
email address) and confirm the nature of your interest in The Droves Solar Farm. Completed 
responses must be submitted: 

a. By email to info@drovessolarfarm.co.uk 
b. Online at https://drovessolarfarm.co.uk/ 
c. Returning hard copy Feedback Form to FREEPOST THE DROVES SOLAR FARM 

 
Further information 

 
If you would like further information about this letter, the consultation or The Droves Solar 
Farm please contact the Applicant project team by using one of the contact methods 
provided below: 

• Emailing: info@drovessolarfarm.co.uk 
• Calling our Freephone: 0800 0129 154 
• Visiting our website at: https://drovessolarfarm.co.uk/ 

 
Yours faithfully, 

 
 
 
 

Harman Sond 
Project Development Manager 
On behalf of The Droves Solar Farm Limited 

https://drovessolarfarm.co.uk/privacy-and-cookie-policy/
mailto:info@drovessolarfarm.co.uk
https://drovessolarfarm.co.uk/
mailto:info@drovessolarfarm.co.uk
https://drovessolarfarm.co.uk/
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5 Site notices erected under Section 42 



 

Site notice 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Consultee 

The Droves Solar Farm 

Statutory Consultation 

Section 42 of the Planning Act 2008 (“the Act”), Regulation 3 of the 
Infrastructure Planning (Applications: Prescribed Forms and Procedure) 
Regulations 2009 and Regulations 11 and 13 of the Infrastructure Planning 
(Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 (“the 2017 Regulations”) 

Notice is hereby given that The Droves Solar Farm Limited (“the Applicant”) (Company 
registration number 14684480) of Unit 25.7 Coda Studios, 189 Munster Road, London, 
England SW6 6AW, proposes to apply to the Secretary of State (“SoS”) for Energy Security 
and Net Zero under Section 37 of the Act for a Development Consent Order for The Droves 
Solar Farm. The Applicant is a subsidiary of Island Green Power. 

The Site comprises approximately 825 hectares (ha) and is located south of South Acre, 
West Acre and Castle Acre. River Road bisects the Site, routing in a general south-
northwest direction. West Acre Road and Narford Lane border the Site along the southern 
and south-western boundary. The Site’s north-eastern boundary routes parallel to the south 
of South Acre Road to the junction to the A1065. Castle Acre Road (merging into the A1065) 
runs in a general north-south direction routing parallel along the eastern boundary of the 
Site. 

 
The Site is wholly located within the administrative boundary of Breckland Council (‘BC’) and 
Norfolk County Council (‘NCC’), who are the host authorities. 

 
The Droves Solar Farm will consist of: 

• The solar array sites, which will include solar panels, conversion units and inverters. 
• A Customer Substation, which comprises electrical infrastructure such as 

transformers, switchgear and metering equipment required to facilitate the export of 
electricity up to 400kV (kilovolt) from The Droves Solar Farm to the National Grid 
Substation. 

• A 400kV National Grid Substation operated by National Grid Electricity Transmission 
and associated electrical infrastructure and other ancillary works required to facilitate 
the export of electricity from The Droves Solar Farm to the National Grid 

• A Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) area. 
• Associated infrastructure, mitigation and enhancement measures and other ancillary 

works, for example, enclosures and fencing, security, drainage, earthworks, 
highways and access works, mitigation and enhancement measures, temporary 
works compounds and work sites. 

• Cable Route Corridor – underground cabling connecting the solar array sites and 
Conversion Units to the BESS and the Customer Substation. 

• Grid Connection Corridor - cabling connecting the Customer Substation to the 
National Grid Substation point of connection to transfer the energy generated to the 
national grid system, which may be underground or overhead lines. 

28 
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• Grid Connection Infrastructure - Underground and/or overhead lines, including the 

construction of new pylons between the National Grid Substation and the point of 
connection. 

 
The proposed DCO will, among other things, authorise: 

• Construction, operation, maintenance and decommissioning of the solar PV 
electricity generating station and associated development including grid connection 
and energy storage facility; 

• Compulsory acquisition of land, including interests in land, rights over land and 
imposition of restrictions, powers to override, suspend or extinguish rights over land 
and powers for the temporary use of land; 

• The application, modification and/or disapplication of legislation including legislation 
relating to compulsory purchase and landlord and tenant; and 

• Such ancillary, incidental and consequential provisions, licenses, property rights, 
permits and consents as are necessary and/or convenient. 

The Droves Solar Farm is an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) development for the 
purposes of the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 
2017. This means that the proposed works constitute development for which an EIA is 
required and the proposed application for a DCO will therefore be accompanied by an 
Environmental Statement. 

The Environmental Statement will provide a detailed description of The Droves Solar Farm 
and assess its likely significant environmental effects. 
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Consultation on The Droves Solar Farm 

The Droves Solar Farm is currently in the pre-application stage of the DCO application 
process. As such, the Applicant is required to carry out consultation on the proposed DCO 
application before it is submitted. Your feedback as part of this consultation will be 
considered before the DCO application is finalised. 

 
Prior to making the Application, we are required to consult with a variety of people and 
organisations about the proposals for the Application in accordance with Section 42(1)(d) of 
the Act. As set out in section 44 of the Act, we are required to consult with the three 
categories of person under section 42(1)(d): 
• where you are an owner, lessee, tenant or occupier of land which is in our proposed 
application boundary; 
• where you have an interest in the land or have the power to sell or convey some of the land 
which is in our proposed application boundary; or 
• where your property or land may, in due course, be affected by the carrying out of or the 
use of The Droves Solar Farm. 

 
This consultation includes: 

• Consultation with prescribed bodies, host and neighbouring authorities (under 
Section 42 of the Act); 

• Consultation with any persons with an interest in the land affected by The Droves 
Solar Farm (under Section 42 and Section 44 of the Act); 

• Consultation with the local community in the vicinity of The Droves Solar Farm (under 
Section 47 of the Act); and 

• General public consultation on The Droves Solar Farm (under Section 48 of the Act). 

The consultation will run from Wednesday 21 May 2025 until 23:59 on Wednesday 9 July 
2025. 

 
In addition, Section 48 of the Act and Regulation 13 of the 2017 Regulations require the 
Applicant to publicise its proposed DCO application. A formal Section 48 notice publicising 
the proposed application is therefore enclosed with this letter and sets out further details 
regarding the consultation. 

Consultation materials 

The Applicant has prepared a Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR), which 
has been informed by the Scoping Opinion issued by the Planning Inspectorate and reports 
the results of the EIA that has been carried out to date. The PEIR forms the basis of this 
consultation and also includes a Non-Technical Summary (NTS). The purpose of the PEIR is 
to enable consultees to understand the likely environmental effects of The Droves Solar 
Farm and to help inform consultation responses. It should be noted that the EIA is an 
ongoing process, and the design of The Droves Solar Farm will continue to evolve during the 
pre-application stage. 
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Copies of the consultation materials are available free of charge to view and download 
online under the document library heading on the website for The Droves Solar Farm 
(https://drovessolarfarm.co.uk/) and include: 

1. The PEIR (including appendices, plans and figures); 
2. A NTS of the PEIR; 
3. Plans and maps explaining the details of the nature and location of The Droves Solar 

Farm; and 
4. Additional documents explaining the statutory consultation process including the 

Consultation Information Booklet, Feedback Form and Statement of Community 
Consultation (SoCC). 

These documents will be free to read and download from The Droves Solar Farm website 
from Wednesday 21 May 2025 to Wednesday 9 July 2025. 

Hard copies of the SoCC, PEIR, NTS, maps and plans, and other consultation materials are 
available for inspection free of charge at a local information point from Wednesday 21 May 
2025 to Wednesday 9 July 2025. 

 
Hard copies of the Consultation Information Booklet and the Consultation Feedback Form 
will be available at the local information point to take away free of charge. 

Hard copies of the other consultation materials, including the PEIR, are also available upon 
request (some of which are subject to payment). Details of the local information point, how to 
request these documents and any related charges are set out in the enclosed Section 48 
notice. 

 
Consultation events 

The Applicant will also hold multiple consultation events in public and online throughout the 
consultation period, details of which are listed in the enclosed Section 48 notice. If you would 
like to register for the online webinars, this can be done via a registration form. The link to 
the registration form will be available on The Droves Solar Farm website, which will also 
provide joining instructions. 

How to respond to this consultation 
 

Any person may comment on the proposed DCO application. 

Responses must be received no later than 23:59 on 9 July 2025. 

The Applicant will consider all responses received on or before this date. Responses 
received after this time may not be considered. 

 
Responses and representations will form the basis of a Consultation Report, which 
will be submitted as part of the DCO application. 

 
Responses may be made public or made available to the SoS, the Planning Inspectorate, 
and other relevant statutory bodies, in accordance with the requirements of the Act and data 
protection legislation. Personal details will be kept confidential where possible and only used 

https://drovessolarfarm.co.uk/)
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for purposes in connection with the statutory consultation, the DCO process and further 
development of The Droves Solar Farm. You do not have to provide any personal 
information, but this information will help the Applicant to understand the range of responses 
and enable the Applicant to send you further information relating to The Droves Solar Farm. 

 
Your views are also likely to be recorded or paraphrased in the Consultation Report 
which will be submitted with the DCO application. Please refer to our Privacy Notice 
for more details: https://drovessolarfarm.co.uk/privacy-and-cookie-policy/ 

 
When providing your response, please include your name and contact details (a postal or 
email address) and confirm the nature of your interest in The Droves Solar Farm. Completed 
responses must be submitted: 

a. By email to info@drovessolarfarm.co.uk 
b. Online at https://drovessolarfarm.co.uk/ 
c. Returning hard copy Feedback Form to FREEPOST THE DROVES SOLAR FARM 

 
Further information 

 
If you would like further information about this letter, the consultation or The Droves Solar 
Farm please contact the Applicant project team by using one of the contact methods 
provided below: 

• Emailing: info@drovessolarfarm.co.uk 
• Calling our Freephone: 0800 0129 154 
• Visiting our website at: https://drovessolarfarm.co.uk/ 

 
 

Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 
 

Harman Sond 
Project Development Manager 
On behalf of The Droves Solar Farm Limited 

https://drovessolarfarm.co.uk/privacy-and-cookie-policy/
mailto:info@drovessolarfarm.co.uk
https://drovessolarfarm.co.uk/
mailto:info@drovessolarfarm.co.uk
https://drovessolarfarm.co.uk/
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Section 46 letter 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
14 May 2025 

To: Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero 

c/o The Planning Inspectorate 
3rd Floor 
Temple Quay House 
2 The Square 
Temple Quay 
Bristol 
BS1 6PN 

 
Sent by email to thedrovessolar@planninginspectorate.gov.uk 

 
Dear Jennifer 

The Droves Solar Farm – Planning Inspectorate Reference EN0110013 

Notice of proposed application for a Development Consent Order pursuant to section 
46 of the Planning Act 2008 

The Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero is hereby notified in accordance 
with section 46 of the Planning Act 2008 (the ‘2008 Act’), of The Droves Solar Farm Limited 
(“the Applicant”) (Company registration number 14684480) of Unit 25.7 Coda Studios, 189 
Munster Road, London, England SW6 6AW, intention to submit a Development Consent 
Order (‘DCO’) application to the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero to 
authorise the construction, operation and decommissioning of a solar and energy storage 
project with grid connection infrastructure (The Droves Solar Farm or the ‘Project’). The 
Applicant intends to submit the DCO application in Winter 2025. 

We have previously provided notification pursuant to Regulation 8(1)(b) of the Infrastructure 
Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 (“the EIA Regulations”) that 
the Project is an Environmental Impact Assessment development (“EIA development”), as 
defined by the EIA Regulations and an Environmental Statement will be submitted as part of 
the DCO application. A Scoping Report was submitted to PINS on 8 November 2024 and a 
Scoping Opinion was provided on 18 December 2024. 

The Droves Solar Farm 

The Project is proposed to be located on land north of Swaffham and south of Castle Acre, 
West Norfolk (the ‘Site’), within the administrative boundary of Norfolk County Council and 
Breckland Council. 

The Project will consist of: 
• The solar array sites, which will include solar panels, conversion units and inverters. 
• A Customer Substation, which comprises electrical infrastructure such as 

transformers, switchgear and metering equipment required to facilitate the export of 
electricity up to 400kV (kilovolt) from The Droves Solar Farm to the National Grid 
Substation. 

mailto:thedrovessolar@planninginspectorate.gov.uk
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• A 400kV National Grid Substation operated by National Grid Electricity Transmission 

and associated electrical infrastructure and other ancillary works required to facilitate 
the export of electricity from The Droves Solar Farm to the National Grid 

• A Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) area. 
• Associated infrastructure, mitigation and enhancement measures and other ancillary 

works, for example, enclosures and fencing, security, drainage, earthworks, 
highways and access works, mitigation and enhancement measures, temporary 
works compounds and work sites. 

• Cable Route Corridor – underground cabling connecting the solar array sites and 
Conversion Units to the BESS and the Customer Substation. 

• Grid Connection Corridor - cabling connecting the Customer Substation to the 
National Grid Substation point of connection to transfer the energy generated to the 
national grid system, which may be underground or overhead lines. 

• Grid Connection Infrastructure - Underground and/or overhead lines, including the 
construction of new pylons between the National Grid Substation and the point of 
connection. 

The proposed DCO will, among other things, authorise: 
• Construction, operation, maintenance and decommissioning of the solar PV 

electricity generating station and associated development including grid connection 
and energy storage facility; 

• Compulsory acquisition of land, including interests in land, rights over land and 
imposition of restrictions, powers to override, suspend or extinguish rights over land 
and powers for the temporary use of land; 

• The application, modification and/or disapplication of legislation including legislation 
relating to compulsory purchase and landlord and tenant; and 

• Such ancillary, incidental and consequential provisions, licenses, property rights, 
permits and consents as are necessary and/or convenient. 

Consultation on The Droves Solar Farm 

The submission of the DCO application will follow a period of statutory consultation. The 
statutory consultation will be carried out pursuant to section 42, section 47 and section 48 of 
the 2008 Act, the Infrastructure Planning (Applications: Prescribed Forms and Procedure) 
Regulations 2009 (as amended) (the “APFP Regulations”), and the EIA Regulations. The 
statutory consultation will commence on 21 May 2025 and end at 11:59pm on 9 July 2025. 
Consultation materials will be available from the start of the consultation period. 

Notice under section 46 of the Act 

Please treat this letter as notice under section 46 of the 2008 Act, of the Applicant’s 
proposed application in relation to the Project and please find enclosed: 

 
• Example of the covering letter notifying consultees under Section 42(1)(a) and (b) of 

the 2008 Act and Regulation 13 of the EIA Regulations; 
• Example of the covering letter notifying consultees under Section 42(1)(d) of the 

2008 Act as defined in Section 44 of the 2008 Act; and 
• A copy of the notice of the Project which will be publicised in accordance with section 

48 of the 2008 Act and the requirements set out in Regulation 4 of the APFP 
Regulations . 
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Consultation materials 

The Applicant has prepared a Preliminary Environmental Information Report (“PEIR”), which 
has been informed by the Scoping Opinion issued by the Planning Inspectorate and which 
reports the preliminary results of the Environmental Impact Assessment (“EIA”) that has 
been carried out to date. The PEIR forms the basis of this consultation and also includes a 
Non-Technical Summary (“NTS”). The purpose of the PEIR is to enable consultees to 
understand the likely environmental effects of The Droves Solar Farm and to help inform 
consultation responses. It should be noted that the EIA is an ongoing process and the 
design of The Droves Solar Farm will continue to evolve during the pre-application stage. 

In accordance with section 46 of the 2008 Act, the consultation materials are available to 
view and download free of charge online under the document library heading of the Project 
website (https://www.drovessolarfarm.co.uk/) during the consultation between 21 May 2025 
and 9 July 2025 and include: 

1. Notice publicising the proposed DCO application under section 48 of the Act; 
2. The PEIR (including appendices, plans and figures); 
3. A NTS of the PEIR; 
4. Plans and maps explaining the details of the nature and location of The Droves Solar 

Farm; and 
5. Additional documents including the Consultation Information Booklet, Feedback Form 

and Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC). 

Hard copies of the SoCC, PEIR, NTS, maps and plans, and other consultation materials are 
available for inspection free of charge at the local information point from 21 May 2025 to 9 
July 2025. Hard copies of the Consultation Information Booklet and the Consultation 
Feedback Form will be available at the local information point to take away free of charge. 

Hard copies of the other consultation materials, including the PEIR, are also available upon 
request. A hard copy of the PEIR will cost £750 (which includes printing and postage costs). 
Details of the local information point and how to request these documents are set out in the 
enclosed Section 48 notice. 

Responses to this consultation must be received no later than 23:59 on 9 July 2025. 
Responses received after this time may not be considered. 

Consultation events 

The Applicant will also hold multiple consultation events in public and online throughout the 
consultation period, details of which are listed in the enclosed Section 48 notice. Registration 
for the online webinars can be done via a registration form on The Droves Solar Farm 
website, which will also provide joining instructions. 

 
Further information 

If you would like further information about this letter, the consultation or The Droves Solar 
Farm, please contact the Project team by using one of the contact methods provided below: 

• Emailing: info@drovessolarfarm.co.uk 

https://www.drovessolarfarm.co.uk/)
mailto:info@drovessolarfarm.co.uk
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• Calling our Freephone: 0800 0129 154 
• Visiting our website at: https://www.drovessolarfarm.co.uk/ 
• By Freepost: FREEPOST THE DROVES SOLAR FARM 

 

 
Yours faithfully, 

 
 
 

 
Harman Sond 
Project Development Manager – Island Green Power 

https://www.drovessolarfarm.co.uk/
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8th May 2025 

Dear Sir/Madam 

The Droves Solar Farm 

Statutory Consultation 

Section 42 of the Planning Act 2008 (“the Act”), Regulation 3 of the 
Infrastructure Planning (Applications: Prescribed Forms and Procedure) 
Regulations 2009 and Regulations 11 and 13 of the Infrastructure Planning 
(Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 (“the 2017 Regulations”) 

Notice is hereby given that The Droves Solar Farm Limited (“the Applicant”) (Company 
registration number 14684480) of Unit 25.7 Coda Studios, 189 Munster Road, London, 
England SW6 6AW, proposes to apply to the Secretary of State (“SoS”) for Energy Security 
and Net Zero under Section 37 of the Act for a Development Consent Order for The Droves 
Solar Farm. The Applicant is a subsidiary of Island Green Power. 

The Site comprises approximately 825 hectares (ha) and is located south of South Acre, 
West Acre and Castle Acre. River Road bisects the Site, routing in a general south-
northwest direction. West Acre Road and Narford Lane border the Site along the southern 
and south-western boundary. The Site’s north-eastern boundary routes parallel to the south 
of South Acre Road to the junction to the A1065. Castle Acre Road (merging into the A1065) 
runs in a general north-south direction routing parallel along the eastern boundary of the 
Site. 

The Site is wholly located within the administrative boundary of Breckland Council (‘BC’) and 
Norfolk County Council (‘NCC’), who are the host authorities. 

The Droves Solar Farm will consist of: 
• The solar array sites, which will include solar panels, conversion units and inverters. 
• A Customer Substation, which comprises electrical infrastructure such as 

transformers, switchgear and metering equipment required to facilitate the export of 
electricity up to 400kV (kilovolt) from The Droves Solar Farm to the National Grid 
Substation. 

• A 400kV National Grid Substation operated by National Grid Electricity Transmission 
and associated electrical infrastructure and other ancillary works required to facilitate 
the export of electricity from The Droves Solar Farm to the National Grid 

• A Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) area. 
• Associated infrastructure, mitigation and enhancement measures and other ancillary 

works, for example, enclosures and fencing, security, drainage, earthworks, 
highways and access works, mitigation and enhancement measures, temporary 
works compounds and work sites. 

• Cable Route Corridor – underground cabling connecting the solar array sites and 
Conversion Units to the BESS and the Customer Substation. 

• Grid Connection Corridor - cabling connecting the Customer Substation to the 
National Grid Substation point of connection to transfer the energy generated to the 
national grid system, which may be underground or overhead lines. 

• Grid Connection Infrastructure - Underground and/or overhead lines, including the 
construction of new pylons between the National Grid Substation and the point of 
connection. 
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The proposed DCO will, among other things, authorise: 

• Construction, operation, maintenance and decommissioning of the solar PV 
electricity generating station and associated development including grid connection 
and energy storage facility; 

• Compulsory acquisition of land, including interests in land, rights over land and 
imposition of restrictions, powers to override, suspend or extinguish rights over land 
and powers for the temporary use of land; 

• The application, modification and/or disapplication of legislation including legislation 
relating to compulsory purchase and landlord and tenant; and 

• Such ancillary, incidental and consequential provisions, licenses, property rights, 
permits and consents as are necessary and/or convenient. 

The Droves Solar Farm is an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) development for the 
purposes of the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 
2017. This means that the proposed works constitute development for which an EIA is 
required and the proposed application for a DCO will therefore be accompanied by an 
Environmental Statement. 

The Environmental Statement will provide a detailed description of The Droves Solar Farm 
and assess its likely significant environmental effects. 

Consultation on The Droves Solar Farm 

The Droves Solar Farm is currently in the pre-application stage of the DCO application 
process. As such, the Applicant is required to carry out consultation on the proposed DCO 
application before it is submitted. Your feedback as part of this consultation will be 
considered before the DCO application is finalised. 

We are writing to you as you have been identified as a consultee for the purpose of Section 
42 of the Act and/or Regulation 11 of the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact 
Assessment) Regulations 2017, or it has been decided it would be appropriate to consult in 
any event. 

This consultation includes: 
• Consultation with prescribed bodies, host and neighbouring authorities (under 

Section 42 of the Act); 
• Consultation with any persons with an interest in the land affected by The Droves 

Solar Farm (under Section 42 and Section 44 of the Act); 
• Consultation with the local community in the vicinity of The Droves Solar Farm (under 

Section 47 of the Act); and 
• General public consultation on The Droves Solar Farm (under Section 48 of the Act). 

The consultation will run from Wednesday 21 May 2025 until 23:59 on Wednesday 9 July 
2025. 

In addition, Section 48 of the Act and Regulation 13 of the 2017 Regulations require the 
Applicant to publicise its proposed DCO application. A formal Section 48 notice publicising 
the proposed application is therefore enclosed with this letter and sets out further details 
regarding the consultation. 
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Consultation materials 

The Applicant has prepared a Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR), which 
has been informed by the Scoping Opinion issued by the Planning Inspectorate and reports 
the results of the EIA that has been carried out to date. The PEIR forms the basis of this 
consultation and also includes a Non-Technical Summary (NTS). The purpose of the PEIR is 
to enable consultees to understand the likely environmental effects of The Droves Solar 
Farm and to help inform consultation responses. It should be noted that the EIA is an 
ongoing process, and the design of The Droves Solar Farm will continue to evolve during the 
pre-application stage. 

 
Copies of the consultation materials are available free of charge to view and download 
online under the document library heading on the website for The Droves Solar Farm 
(https://drovessolarfarm.co.uk/) and include: 

1. The PEIR (including appendices, plans and figures); 
2. A NTS of the PEIR; 
3. Plans and maps explaining the details of the nature and location of The Droves Solar 

Farm; and 
4. Additional documents explaining the statutory consultation process including the 

Consultation Information Booklet, Feedback Form and Statement of Community 
Consultation (SoCC). 

These documents will be free to read and download from The Droves Solar Farm website 
from Wednesday 21 May 2025 to Wednesday 9 July 2025. 

Hard copies of the SoCC, PEIR, NTS, maps and plans, and other consultation materials are 
available for inspection free of charge at a local information point from Wednesday 21 May 
2025 to Wednesday 9 July 2025. 

Hard copies of the Consultation Information Booklet and the Consultation Feedback Form 
will be available at the local information point to take away free of charge. 

Hard copies of the other consultation materials, including the PEIR, are also available upon 
request (some of which are subject to payment). Details of the local information point, how to 
request these documents and any related charges are set out in the enclosed Section 48 
notice. 

Consultation events 

The Applicant will also hold multiple consultation events in public and online throughout the 
consultation period, details of which are listed in the enclosed Section 48 notice. If you would 
like to register for the online webinars, this can be done via a registration form. The link to 
the registration form will be available on The Droves Solar Farm website, which will also 
provide joining instructions. 

How to respond to this consultation 

Any person may comment on the proposed DCO application. 

Responses must be received no later than 23:59 on 9 July 2025. 

https://drovessolarfarm.co.uk/)
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The Applicant will consider all responses received on or before this date. Responses 
received after this time may not be considered. 

Responses and representations will form the basis of a Consultation Report, which 
will be submitted as part of the DCO application. 

Responses may be made public or made available to the SoS, the Planning Inspectorate, 
and other relevant statutory bodies, in accordance with the requirements of the Act and data 
protection legislation. Personal details will be kept confidential where possible and only used 
for purposes in connection with the statutory consultation, the DCO process and further 
development of The Droves Solar Farm. You do not have to provide any personal 
information, but this information will help the Applicant to understand the range of responses 
and enable the Applicant to send you further information relating to The Droves Solar Farm. 

Your views are also likely to be recorded or paraphrased in the Consultation Report 
which will be submitted with the DCO application. Please refer to our Privacy Notice 
for more details: https://drovessolarfarm.co.uk/privacy-and-cookie-policy/ 

When providing your response, please include your name and contact details (a postal or 
email address) and confirm the nature of your interest in The Droves Solar Farm. Completed 
responses must be submitted: 

a. By email to info@drovessolarfarm.co.uk 
b. Online at https://drovessolarfarm.co.uk/ 
c. Returning hard copy Feedback Form to FREEPOST THE DROVES SOLAR FARM 

 
Further information 

If you would like further information about this letter, the consultation or The Droves Solar 
Farm please contact the Applicant project team by using one of the contact methods 
provided below: 

• Emailing: info@drovessolarfarm.co.uk 
• Calling our Freephone: 0800 0129 154 
• Visiting our website at: https://drovessolarfarm.co.uk/ 

 
Yours faithfully, 
Harman Sond 
Project Development Manager 
On behalf of The Droves Solar Farm Limited 

https://drovessolarfarm.co.uk/privacy-and-cookie-policy/
mailto:info@drovessolarfarm.co.uk
https://drovessolarfarm.co.uk/
mailto:info@drovessolarfarm.co.uk
https://drovessolarfarm.co.uk/
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Further information 

If you would like further information about this letter, the consultation or The Droves Solar 
Farm please contact the Applicant project team by using one of the contact methods 
provided below: 

• Emailing: info@drovessolarfarm.co.uk 
• Calling our Freephone: 0800 0129 154 
• Visiting our website at: https://drovessolarfarm.co.uk/ 

 
Yours faithfully, 

 
 
 
 

Harman Sond 
Project Development Manager 
On behalf of The Droves Solar Farm Limited 

mailto:info@drovessolarfarm.co.uk
https://drovessolarfarm.co.uk/
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Section 48 notice 
 

 
SECTION 48 PLANNING ACT 2008 

 

 
Regulation 4 of The Infrastructure Planning (Applications: Prescribed Forms and Procedure) 
Regulations 2009. 

Notice publicising a proposed application for a Development Consent Order (DCO) to construct, 
operate, maintain and decommission a solar photovoltaic (PV) generating station, with a 
generating capacity of more than 50 megawatts and associated infrastructure on land north of 
Swaffham and south of Castle Acre, West Norfolk. 

1. Notice is hereby given that The Droves Solar Farm Limited (“the Applicant”) (Company 
registration number 14684480) of Unit 25.7 Coda Studios, 189 Munster Road, London, 
England SW6 6AW, proposes to apply to the Secretary of State for Energy Security and 
Net Zero under Section 37 of the Planning Act 2008 for a Development Consent Order for 
The Droves Solar Farm (“the Application”). 

2. The Droves Solar Farm will cover a combined area of approximately 825 hectares of land 
(“the Site”). The Site is located south of South Acre, West Acre and Castle Acre. River 
Road bisects the Site, routing in a general south-northwest direction. West Acre Road and 
Narford Lane border the Site along the southern and south-western boundary. The Site’s 
north-eastern boundary routes parallel to the south of South Acre Road to the junction to 
the A1065. Castle Acre Road (merging into the A1065) runs in a general north-south 
direction routing parallel along the eastern boundary of the Site. 

3. The Droves Solar Farm will consist of: 
a) The solar array sites, which will include solar panels, conversion units and inverters 
b) A Customer Substation, which comprises electrical infrastructure such as 

transformers, switchgear and metering equipment required to facilitate the export 
of electricity up to 400kV (kilovolt) from The Droves Solar Farm to the National Grid 
Substation 

c) A 400kV National Grid Substation operated by National Grid Electricity 
Transmission and associated electrical infrastructure and other ancillary works 
required to facilitate the export of electricity from The Droves Solar Farm to the 
National Grid 

d) A Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) area 
e) Associated infrastructure, mitigation and enhancement measures and other 

ancillary works, for example, enclosures and fencing, security, drainage, 
earthworks, highways and access works, mitigation and enhancement measures, 
temporary works compounds and work sites. 

f) Cable Route Corridor – underground cabling connecting the solar array sites and 
Conversion Units to the BESS and the Customer Substation 

g) Grid Connection Corridor - cabling connecting the Customer Substation to the 
National Grid Substation point of connection to transfer the energy generated to 
the national grid system, which may be underground or via overhead lines 
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h) Grid Connection Infrastructure - Underground and/or overhead lines, including the 
construction of new pylons between the National Grid Substation and the point of 
connection. 

4. The proposed DCO will, among other things, authorise: 
• Construction, operation, maintenance and decommissioning of the solar PV 

electricity generating station and associated development including grid 
connection and energy storage facility; 

• Compulsory acquisition of land, including interests in land, rights over land and 
imposition of restrictions, powers to override, suspend or extinguish rights over 
land and powers for the temporary use of land; 

• The application, modification and/or disapplication of legislation including 
legislation relating to compulsory purchase and landlord and tenant; and 

• Such ancillary, incidental and consequential provisions, licenses, property rights, 
permits and consents as are necessary and/or convenient. 

5. The Droves Solar Farm is an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) development for the 
purposes of the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 
2017. This means that the proposed works constitute development for which an EIA is 
required and the proposed application for a DCO will therefore be accompanied by an 
Environmental Statement. The Environmental Statement will provide a detailed description 
of The Droves Solar Farm and assess its likely significant environmental effects. 
Information compiled so far about The Droves Solar Farm’s likely significant environmental 
effects is set out for consultation in a Preliminary Environmental Information Report (the 
PEIR) and summarised in a Non-Technical Summary (NTS). 

Statutory consultation 

6. The Applicant is undertaking a statutory consultation on the proposals for The Droves 
Solar Farm between Wednesday 21 May 2025 and Wednesday 9 July 2025. 

7. A copy of the PEIR, together with the PEIR NTS, the Statement of Community Consultation 
(SoCC), and other consultation documents, plans and maps explaining the consultation 
process and details of the nature and location of The Droves Solar Farm can be found on 
the Applicant’s website in the documents library at www.drovessolarfarm.co.uk. These 
documents will be free to read, download and print from Wednesday 21 May 2025 to 
Wednesday 9 July 2025. 

8. Hard copies of the PEIR, PEIR NTS SoCC, maps and plans will be available for inspection 
free of charge from Wednesday 21 May 2025 and Wednesday 9 July 2025 at the below 
information point. Hard copies of the Consultation Information Booklet and the 
Consultation Feedback Form will be available to take away free of charge from the below 
information point. 

9. Electronic copies of the SoCC, PEIR and NTS can also be viewed on the library’s computer. 
While access to the computer at the library is free, a membership for the library may be 
required. We recommend contacting the library to check the opening times prior to 
visiting. 

http://www.drovessolarfarm.co.uk/
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Venue Address Opening times Contact details 

Swaffham 
Library 

Swaffham Library, 
The Pightle, 
Swaffham, PE37 
7DF 

During staffed hours, a membership is 
not required to access the library. 
Staffed hours: 
Tuesday and Thursday 10am-7pm 
Friday 1 pm-7pm 
Saturday 1 0am-4pm 

Email: 
libraries@norfolk.gov.uk 
 
Phone: 01760 721513 

  
During open access hours, a 
membership is required to access the 
library. 
Open access hours: 
Monday: 8am to 7pm - Open Library 
access 
Tuesday: 8am to 10am - Open Library 
access 
Wednesday: 8am to 7pm - Open 
Library access 
Thursday: 8am to 10am - Open Library 
access 
Friday: 8am to 1 pm - Open Library 
access 
Saturday: 8am to 1 0am - Open Library 
access 
Sunday: 10am to 4pm - Open Library 
access 

 

  
Please note: Membership is free, and 
we recommend getting in touch with 
the library for more details. 

 

 
10. The Applicant will host public information events to provide interested parties with the 

opportunity to view the consultation materials as well as speak with members of the project 
team. The details of the events can be found below. 

11. These consultation events offer an opportunity to find out more about The Droves Solar 
Farm. Attendees do not need to register in advance to attend an in-person consultation 
event. 

 
Venue Date and Time 
Sporle Community Centre 
78 The Street, Sporle, King’s Lynn, PE32 2DR 

Saturday 31 May 2025 
11:00- 17:00 

Narborough Community Centre 
Chalk Lane, Narborough, PE32 1SR 

Monday 2 June 2025 
10:00- 14:00 

mailto:libraries@norfolk.gov.uk
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Swaffham Assembly Rooms 
1 Market Place, Swaffham, PE37 7AB 

Wednesday 11 June 2025 
12:00- 19:00 

Westacre Theatre 
River Road, West Acre, King’s Lynn, PE32 1UD 

Friday 20 June 2025 
10:00- 14:00 

 
 
 
 
 

12. The Applicant will also host two webinars for interested parties to join via telephone or 
online via Livestorm, a conferencing platform. 

 

Date Time 

Thursday 5 June 2025 12:30- 13:30 

Wednesday 25 June 2025 18:30- 19:30 

 
13. We will require attendees to register for these online events in advance via a registration 

form. The link to the registration form will be available on The Droves Solar Farm website, 
which will also provide joining instructions. 

14. For further information or queries, please call 0800 0129 154 (free of charge); write by 
letter to FREEPOST THE DROVES SOLAR FARM (no stamp or further details required); 
email info@drovessolarfarm.co.uk or visit www.drovessolarfarm.co.uk. 

To obtain hard copies of the consultation documents 

15. Hard copies of all other consultation materials, including the PEIR, may be requested 
during the consultation period by contacting the Applicant on FREEPHONE 0800 0129 154 
or by email to info@drovessolarfarm.co.uk. 

16. Requests for consultation materials in an alternative format such as large print or audio for 
those with visual impairments or in an alternative language for those who do not speak 
English as their first language will be considered on a case-by-case basis. Requests for 
multiple copies of these documents will be considered on a case-by-case basis and a 
reasonable charge may apply to cover printing and postage costs. 

17. A printed hard copy of the PEIR will cost £750 (which includes printing and postage costs). 

Have your say 

18. Feedback can be provided through the Consultation Feedback Form on the Applicant’s 
website at www.drovessolarfarm.co.uk. Hardcopy feedback forms will also be available at 
the information point detailed above and at the in-person consultation events. 

19. The Consultation Feedback Form, responses to the consultation or other representations 
in respect of The Droves Solar Fam can also be sent to the Applicant by email to 

mailto:info@drovessolarfarm.co.uk
http://www.drovessolarfarm.co.uk/
mailto:info@drovessolarfarm.co.uk
http://www.drovessolarfarm.co.uk/
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info@drovessolarfarm.co.uk or by post to FREEPOST THE DROVES SOLAR FARM (no 
stamp or further details required). 

20. Any response or representation in respect of the proposed DCO must be received by the 
Applicant on or before 23:59 on Wednesday 9 July 2025. 

The Applicant will consider and have regard to all responses to consultation and publicity when 
developing its DCO application. Individual responses may be made publicly available, or made 
available to the Secretary of State, the Planning Inspectorate and other relevant statutory 
authorities, in accordance with the requirements of the Planning Act 2008 and data protection 
legislation. 

Respondents do not have to provide any personal information, but this information will help 
the Applicant to understand the range of responses and enable the Applicant to send you 
further information relating to The Droves Solar Farm. Personal information will be kept 
confidential where possible. Please refer to our Privacy Notice for more details on The Droves 
Solar Farm website: www.drovessolarfarm.co.uk/ 

mailto:info@drovessolarfarm.co.uk
http://www.drovessolarfarm.co.uk/
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7 Section 46 letter – acknowledgement of reciept 
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National Infrastructure Customer 0303 444 5000 
Planning Services: thedrovessolar@planninginspectorate.gov.uk 
Temple Quay House  e-mail: 
2 The Square 
Bristol 
BS1 6PN 

 

 

Emma-Jane Hayward 

Droves Solar Farm Limited 

Your Ref: 

Our Ref: EN0110013 

Date: 15 May 2025 

 
  

 By email only  
 
 

Dear Emma-Jane 

Planning Act 2008 – section 46 and The Infrastructure Planning (Environmental 
Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 – regulation 8 

Proposed application by Droves Solar Farm Ltd for an order granting development 
consent for the Droves Solar Farm project. 

Acknowledgement of receipt of information concerning proposed application 

Thank you for your email of 14 May 2025 and the following documentation: 

• Example s42 cover letters sent to the following: 

- Consultees prescribed in Schedule 1 of the Infrastructure Planning 
(Applications: Prescribed Forms and Procedures) Regulations 2009 

- Host local authorities as defined in Section 43 of the Act 
- Neighbouring local authorities as defined in Section 43 of the Act 
- Categories 1 and 2 land interests as defined in Section 44 of the Act 
- Non-statutory consultees 

• Section 48 notice 
 

We acknowledge that you have notified The Planning Inspectorate of the proposed 
application for an order granting development consent for the purposes of section 46 of 
The Planning Act 2008 and supplied the information for consultation under section 42. 

 
We also acknowledge notification in accordance with regulation 8(1)(b) of the 
Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 that you 
propose to provide an environmental statement in respect of the proposed development. 

 

 
https://national-infrastructure-consenting.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/ 
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Please contact us if you have any queries. 

Yours sincerely 

Jennifer Savage 

Jennifer Savage 
Case Manager 

This communication does not constitute legal advice. 
Please view our 'Privacy Notice' before sending information to The Planning Inspectorate. 
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